
December 2012

Colouring in CAD’s
in

Photoshop



You will need to colour in fashion CAD flats for your range plans.  The 
easiest way to do this is to download CAD flats from WGSN and colour 

them in Photoshop.  Here is a step by step guide on how to do it.

Open CAD .eps file in Photoshop:1. 

Increase the 
resolution 
here from 

72-300 dpi.

It is important to increase the resolution (min 300 dpi) 
otherwise your CAD’s will be pixelated.

Preparing the CAD for colouring:

You first need to duplicate the CAD so you have two layers both with 
the CAD flat on.  The bottom layer will be the one you colour in and 

the top one will act as a stencil keeping the outline neat.

To duplicate the layer go to Layer in the top menu and select 
Duplicate Layer from the drop down menu.

Once you have two layers both with the same CAD on re-name the 
bottom layer ‘colour’ and the top ‘stencil’.

Your layers window should now look like this:

2. 

E.G.

Re-name the 
layers by double 
clicking on the 
layer name.

Make sure you download the eps file from WGSN DON’T 
drag and drop the image or your work will be pixelated.

This a window will then appear:



Preparing the stencil layer:

The stencil layer you will transform so that it consists of the black 
outline ONLY.

First hide the colour layer so you can see what you are doing.  

3. 

E.G.

Click on the eye 
icon in the layer 
window to hide 

the layer.

Firstly make sure you are working on the stencil layer (it will be 
highlighted in blue like in the above example if you are in the correct 
layer)

Now click on the little ‘fx’ icon along the bottom of your layers window.  

E.G.

Select ‘Blending Options’ from the drop down menu that will now 
appear.

Another window will then appear called “Layer Style”.  Select multiply 
from the drop down menu at the centre top. Then adjust the top one 
of bottom two scales (moving the little triangle from right to left) until 
all the white and grey in the CAD has disappeared and you are left 
with its black outline.

See next page for more info:



Select 
multiply from 
the drop down 

menu

Move this 
gauges to 

the left until 
you are left 
with just 
the black 
outlines of 
the CAD

Colouring in the ‘Colour’ Layer:

Click on the eye on the colour layer so it becomes visible again.

Make sure you are working on the colour layer (the layer will be 
highlighted in blue if you are on the correct layer)

You can colour in block areas using the paint bucket tool.

4. 

NB Sometime the paint tool is hidden - if you can’t see it click and 
hold down on the gradient tool and you can select it from a drop 
down menu there.

E.G.

E.G.



Once the pain tool is selected click on the different areas in the CAD to 
fill them with colour.

Change the colour 
you paint with by 

double clicking here 
on the foreground 

colour.

Filling in CAD’s with a pattern:

You can also fill in you CAD’s with a pattern e.g. a check or a floral 
print.  You can source prints from WGSN and MUDPIE as well as 

finding images on websites just make sure they are high resolution.

Make sure you pattern has a repeat:  

5. 

Drag and drop your chosen pattern straight onto your CAD.  This 
will create it’s own layer.  Drag and drop this layer so that it’s 
positioned ABOVE your outline layer (if it is not there already).

E.G.

E.G.



Adjust the size of your pattern with ‘free transform’ so that it suits 
the scale of your CAD.

Use the rectangular marquee tool to select the pattern repeat (like in 
the above examples) The rectangle marquee tool is located near the 
top of your tools panel.

E.G.

E.G.

Once you are happy with your selection go to Edit on the top menu 
and select Define Pattern from the drop down menu.

A window will appear asking you to for a pattern name.  Name your 
pattern and click OK.

E.G.

You can then hide your pattern in your layers window by clicking on 
the eye icon and save it for later.

To start filing in your CAD with this pattern make sure you are back 
working on the ‘colour layer’

Select the paint tool again then select ‘pattern’ instead of ‘foreground’ 
from the drop down menu along the top of your page. 

E.G.



You can then fill in the CAD in the same way as you do with block 
colour using the paint tool and clicking in the different areas.

E.G.

At this stage if you think the pattern is to big, or you have defined 
it incorrectly, you can reveal the pattern layer and change the size 
and  pattern area and re-define until you are happy with it.

NB








